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PURPOSE 

The purpose of this document is to provide a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) for dry 
weather field screening activities. Dry weather screening is part of the IDDE program that is 
required in our MS4.  

 

INTRODUCTION 

The City Of Alcoa Stormwater Management Program is required under its National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit TNS075132 under Section 4.2.3 to “develop and 
implement a plan to detect, identify and eliminate non-stromwater discharges including illegal 
disposal, to your system…develop and implement standard procedures to be followed to 
investigate portions of the MS4 that, based on the results of field screening or other 
identification programs, indicate a reasonable potential of containing illicit discharges or other 
sources of non-stormwater.” 

This document will serve as a standard operation procedure (SOP) for activities associated with 
the dry screening program within the City Of Alcoa Stromwater Management Program area. 
The specific methods regarding the conducting of this ongoing program are defined within this 
document, for the current permit cycle. Any revisions to this document shall be recorded as 
“Revision” and be subject to appropriate peer review.  

 

EMPLOYEE TRAINING, HEALTH, AND SAFETY 

All employees involved in the dry screening program shall become familiar with the protocols 
outlined in this SOP. The field team shall have a working knowledge of the following: 

• Outfall identification numbering 
• Sample collection procedures, equipment cleaning, and equipment application 

for surface water collection\ 
• Sample record completion (i.e. chain of custody, labeling, etc.) 
• Sample handling procedures 
• Cartographic tools, Geographic Information Systems (GIS) technologies, and 

Geographic Positioning System (GPS) units 
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• Proper use of the HACH Storm Water Test Kit according to manufactures 
instructions 

• Bacteriological, chemical, and biological analysis of data and possible sources of 
pollution if any is indicated 

• Proper procedures regarding tracing events 

The Program Manager, or designee, shall review this document to ensure continuing 
applicability and shall train employees with regards to proper monitoring protocols, as 
required.  

Monitoring activities present a variety of potentially hazardous situations. As a result of the 
innate hazard potentials, special attention should be paid with regards to employee safety. 
General safety equipment and protocol shall include the following: 

• First aid kit 
• Latex gloves 
• Flashlight 
• Duct tape 
• Emergency contacts 
• Cell phone 
• Disinfectant wipes 
• Insect repellant 
• Reflective safety vest 
• Waders 
• Drinking water 

 

EQUIPMENT 

The following equipment is needed to perform field screening: 

• HACH Surface Water Test Kit or approved equal 
• HACH Pocket Pro Conductivity Tester or approved equal 
• Dry Screening Form 
• Illicit Discharge Form 
• Chain Of Custody Form (for bacteriological samples) 
• E. coli Collection Bottles 
• Tracing Dye 
• Distilled Water 
• Camera 
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• Maps 
• Tape Measure 
• Waste Disposal Bags 
• Clipboard 
• Backpack 
• Gallon jug for test wastes  

 

PROCEDURE 

Frequency of inspections 

Monitoring the outfalls in The City of Alcoa MS4 will be split into two sections, the Pistol Creek 
outfalls and the smaller streams outfalls. The inspections will be conducted in a yearly rotation 
to make efficient use of time and resources. (this section was added 6/4/2019) 

 When to collect samples 

Dry screening is to be carried out during dry weather conditions. Dry weather conditions are 
based on a period of 48-hours without any measurable rainfall. Dry screening sites must be 
investigated twice in a 24-hour period with a minimum of four hours between each inspection, 
so there must also be the time available to perform the two inspections in a single workday.  

Where to collect samples 

Dry screening sites are determined by the outfall locations from storm drainage system that 
serve residential, urbanized, commercial and industrial areas. Generally, the initial location for 
dry screening is located at the downstream most outfall of the system or sub-basin. If a suspect 
illicit discharge is flowing from an outfall, an upstream investigation shall commence using the 
City storm system mapping and other tools. A map layout of the outfall to be investigated and 
the upstream drainage area shall be printed and used for locating the site and tracing any 
identified illicit discharges upstream as necessary.  

Dry Screening Data Sheet/ Electronic Form in City Works 

Once at the site, the dry screening data sheet (Appendix A) is to be completed. The data sheet 
is divided into the following Sections: 

1. Background Data 
a. Outfall ID/ Water shed 
b. Date of screening/ Investigator(s) name 
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c. Sample times 
d. E. coli collection 
e. Weather data/ days since last rain 
f. Drainage area land use 
g. Sample location narrative 

2. Infrastructure Description 
a. Type, material, dimensions and submerged status of the outfall 
b. Presents of flow 
c. Flow description 

3. Chemical Characteristics 
a. Sample times 
b. Test results 

4. Physical Flow Characteristics 
a. Presents of odor, color, turbidity, and floatables 
b. Description of the above parameters 
c. Relative Severity Index (RSI) 
d. Indicator Score (based on RSI) 

5. Physical Characteristics of the outfall 
a. Presents of Indicators 
b. Description of Indicators 
c. Comments 

6. Overall Outfall Characterization 
7. Non-Illicit Discharge Concerns 
8. Additional Comments/ Site Sketch 

 Section one of the sheet is to record site characteristics and investigator information. The “E. 
coli Collected” section is determined by the results of the chemical testing which is addressed in 
the next section. The “Sample Location Narrative” box is for recording the site location 
information to allow for revisiting the site, and to identify changes that have taken place 
between investigations at the site. Photos of the site shall be taken to assist with documenting 
site details, and changes between visits (if any).  

When inspection an outfall, the presence of flow is the primary indicator, as all other 
measurements are dependent on the presence/absence of flow. If flow is not present, then 
only the measurements of the outfall structure and location information need to be recorded.  
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Sample collection and Field tests 

For sites with flow, samples will need to be collected and used for onsite analysis and e-coli 
samples will be collected for transport to the lab. When collecting these samples, care must be 
taken in order to not introduce contaminants and to protect the field crew from exposure to 
pollutants. The following are things to consider when collecting samples in the field.  

• Prior to sampling, calibrate the Hach Meters for pH and Conductivity according to 
manufactures directions.  

• Wear surgical gloves when collecting samples, and wash hands with sanitary wipes after 
the samples are collected.  

• Dry weather flows can be shallow, have low flow volumes, and be hard to reach. In 
some cases, alternative sample collectors may be used. A “dipper,” consisting of a 
measuring cup at the end of a long pole, can be used to catch flows from an out fall. 
Other capture devices can be used when needed. No matter what is used, make sure 
not to disturb any sediments or benthic growth that may exist in the flow. Also, be sure 
to rinse any alternative collector three times with the sample water before collecting 
the sample.  

• For e-coli samples fill the bottle to the line, but not over the line. These bottles have 
preservative added to them.  

• Do not touch the inside of the lid or bottle.  
• Label the e-coli bottle and fill out a chain of custody to go with the sample to the lab.  

The physical parameters of the discharge are measured using the proper meter included in the 
HACH Surface Water Test Kit and the HACH Pocket Pro Conductivity Tester. Duplicate 
measurements should be taken for the parameters measured by these devices. In between 
measurements, the instrument is removed from the sample and the probe is rinsed with 
distilled water. This ensures the meters are functioning properly when the two readings are 
similar. If meters fail to be consistent in the duplicate tests, an “n” is placed beside the 
appropriate chemical parameter section on the field sheet. 

The chemical parameters shall be checked using the tests and reagents found in the HACH 
Surface Water Test Kit. If phosphorus and ammonia are detected, then the investigators take 
and E. Coli sample using the appropriate bottle supplied from the Alcoa Water Treatment Plant. 
The sample shall be labeled and a chain of custody filled out, which will follow the sample to 
the laboratory at the water treatment plant. If the results from the chemical analysis indicate 
an illicit discharge, then a tracing event must take place (Water quality test parameters, along 
with their possible source indicators are shown in Table 1). The tracing event involves using the 
GIS map associated with that particular outfall to search upstream of the outfall point to locate 
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the source of the positive concentration of the chemical parameter, and detect if the source is 
an illicit discharge. If an illicit discharge is found, an Illicit Discharge Report is completed and 
submitted to the Program Manager. Any unusual measurements from the meters or test kits 
are noted in the comments box in section three of the field sheet (Appendix A). Visual 
assessment of the site is made and any physical characteristics of the flow or the outfall are 
recorded in sections 4 and 5, respectively, of the field sheet.  

Table 1.  Water Quality Test Parameters and Source Indicators 

Water Quality 
Test Parameter 

 
Use of Water Quality Test 

 
Possible Source 

 
Nitrate 

3 to 10mg/L and greater is suspect of an 
illicit discharge 

Failing sewer line, pet 
or farm animal waste, 
industrial discharges 

 
Conductivity 

>1000uS/cm is suspect of an 
illicit discharge 

Industrial discharges, 
failing sewage lines,  

 
Ammonia 

0.2 to 1.0mg/L and greater is suspect of 
an illicit discharge 

Fertilizers, failing sewer 
lines, industrial 
discharges 

 
Phosphorous 

1.5 to 5mg/L and greater is suspect of 
an illicit discharge 

Disturbed land areas, 
commercial cleaning 
preparations, fertilizers, 
failing sewer lines 

 
Chlorine 

The presents of Chlorine indicate 
treated water entering the storm water 

Failing water lines, 
swimming pools, 
irrigation 

 
Dissolved Oxygen 

<3mg/L indicates nutrients entering the 
storm water and/or increased 
temperatures 

Fertilizers, failing sewer 
lines, disturbed land 
areas 

 

 

When all measurements have been taken, the overall outfall characterization is determined by 
assessing the likelihood of the presence of an illicit discharge. If less than two indicators are 
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present, then the characterization is “unlikely”. A characterization of “potential” is given if 
there are two or more indicators present. If there are one or more indicator(s) with a severity 
of three (from section four and five of the field sheet), then a characterization of “suspect” is 
given to the outfall point location. If the measurements clearly indicate an illicit discharge, the 
outfall is characterized as “obvious”. 

Concerns not associated with illicit discharges are noted in section seven of the field sheet 
(Appendix A.) Section eight is used for additional comments and site sketches. If an Illicit 
Discharge Form is necessary, it should be noted in section eight.  

 

Office Work 

Office work will depend on the method used for logging the data. If the Dry Screening Data 
Sheets (paper forms) are used, they shall be given to the Program Manager or Designee for 
verification upon returning to the office. Field sheets and site photos shall be scanned and 
entered into City Works. Hard copies shall be kept in folders created for each site.  

If data is logged into City Works while in the field, a summary of each site shall be created and 
filled in the hard copy files for each site. In both cases, any GIS updates shall be carried out by 
the GIS Coordinator.  
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City of Alcoa Enforcement Response Plan 
Illicit Discharge/Illegal Connections 

 
Section 1.    Introduction 
 
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit Number TNS 000000 
authorizes the City of Alcoa to discharge stormwater runoff in accordance with certain water 
quality management programs and provisions as set forth in the permit. 
 
Section 4 of the NPDES General Permit for Discharges from Small Municipal Separate Storm 
Sewer System (MS4) requires the City of Alcoa to develop, implement, and enforce a 
stormwater management program to reduce pollutants from the City’s MS4.  Sections 4.2.3 and 
4.5.1 require the City of Alcoa to develop and implement an Enforcement Response Plan (ERP) 
for Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination.  Under the Illicit Discharge Detection and 
Elimination Minimum Control Measure, the permit requires the City to develop, implement, and 
enforce a program of practices and tools (including this ERP) to control, minimize, or eliminate 
pollutants that have the potential to be discharged to the City storm sewer system, or to waters of 
the State of Tennessee.   
 
This ERP is intended to guide City of Alcoa personnel in enforcement of discovered illicit 
discharges or illegal connections to the City’s storm sewer system by identifying the City’s 
potential responses to violations of the stormwater program.  This ERP also addresses repeat 
violations through progressive enforcement as needed to eliminate non-stormwater discharges.  It 
should be used only as a guide while recognizing that each situation is unique.  Actual 
enforcement procedures should consider any unusual aspects of a violation or condition, as well 
as special characteristics of an enforcement action in determining the proper response.   
 
While the purpose is to provide guidance for administration of Section 16-508 (Non-Stormwater 
Discharges / Illicit Discharge, Detection and Elimination) of the City of Alcoa Municipal Code, 
it is not intended to limit the judgment and flexibility of the Director of The Stormwater Program 
in determining an appropriate response to a violation.  Professional judgment must be used when 
implementing all enforcement actions found within this plan.   
 
Minor infractions may be resolved by a verbal notice, telephone call, or letter of warning 
advising the owner/discharger of the nature of the violation.  If such notification fails to generate 
an adequate response by the owner/discharger, further enforcement actions as set forth in Section 
16-515 (Enforcement and Penalties) of the City of Alcoa Municipal Code, may be taken.  This 
ERP also addresses persistent non-compliance, repeat or escalating violations, or incidents of 
major environmental harm.     
 
 Section 2.    Enforcement of Illicit Discharge/Illegal Connections to the MS4 
 
The City of Alcoa passed Ordinance 08-154 that established regulations and enforcement 
oversight regarding Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimination.  Sections 16-508 and 16-515 of 
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this ordinance outline the illicit discharge enforcement options available to the Stormwater 
Department to assure compliance with NPDES requirements. In addition to these options, a first 
time violator will be required to attend a “Hot Spot” training session.   
 
Sections 16-508 and 16-515 of Ordinance 08-154, Enforcement Mechanisms include: 

a. Verbal Warning 
b. Written Warning 
c. Recovery of Damages and Costs 

Stormwater Inspectors will document activities/conditions at a property using the Illicit 
Discharge Report Form. Should it be determined that a property is in violation of an illicit 
discharge or illegal connection, the inspector will contact the owner/discharger and/or 
responsible person either via verbal or written documentation regarding the corrective action(s) 
required and the timeline for compliance.  In order to assure fair and just enforcement to all 
parties involved and to provide adequate guidance to City of Alcoa stormwater field personnel, 
the following protocol shall be employed in enforcement of the City’s stormwater management 
ordinance. 
 
The order of precedence for enforcement responses outlined in this guide should not be 
construed to prevent the Director from taking a stronger action without first implementing less 
stringent steps, if in the Director’s opinion, a more forceful response is necessary. 
 

A. Enforcement Response – Verbal Warning 
Verbal warnings are used to communicate to the owner/discharger of an enforcement 
action due to a less serious violation.  

 
B. Enforcement Response – Written Notice 

A written notice is used to communicate to the owner/discharger of an enforcement 
action due to a violation.  A written notice will be delivered by certified mail or in 
person by hand with signature of receipt required by the owner/discharger.  Following 
are the two (2) different written notices that can be imposed: 

• Notice of Violation (NOV):  Serves as written acknowledgement that a 
violation has occurred at the site and was documented by the Inspector.  The 
NOV provides the owner/discharger with a description of the violation, where 
and when it occurred, the required corrective action(s), and the deadline for 
compliance or the issuance of a Stop Work order 

• Civil Penalty and Damages:  The City may assess a civil penalty to the 
owner/discharger for an amount between $50 and $5,000 per day, per 
violation.  Each day of violation may constitute a separate offense.  The City 
may also recover any and all damages proximately caused to the City by the 
violation. 
 

C. Enforcement Response – Penalty Assessment 
In order to assess the amount of a civil penalty to be levied against an individual 
and/or organization in violation of the regulations, it is necessary to evaluate the 
damages that have resulted from the specific violation.  Specific assessment factors 
will be used to evaluate environmental damages based on TCA § 68-221-1106.  The 
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civil penalty assessment provisions, as stated below (C.1-C.3), may be altered or 
changed to fit specific circumstances and situations.  Changes will be made by the 
Director’s best professional judgment.  Civil penalties and damage expenses shall be 
paid to the City of Alcoa Stormwater Utility within ten (10) days of receipt of the 
written notice, unless otherwise noted. 
 
In assessing a civil penalty, the City shall follow the provisions of the Schedule of 
Penalties as set forth in the policy manual. These provisions will also be considered 
for violations not listed.  

1. The harm done to the public health or the environment; 
2. Will the civil penalty imposed be a substantial economic deterrent to the 

illegal activity; 
3. The economic benefit gained by the violator; 
4. The amount of effort put forth by the violator to remedy the violation; 
5. Any unusual or extraordinary enforcement costs incurred by the municipality; 
6. The amount of penalty established by ordinance or resolution for specific 

categories of violations, if any; 
7. All equities of the situation which outweigh the benefit of imposing any 

penalty or damage assessment; 
8. Willingness and cooperation of the violator to remedy the violation and 

remediate the damage; 
9. Whether the violation was intentional, accidental, or negligence; 
10. Cost incurred by the municipality for any administration, remediation, 

investigation, enforcement, and monitoring of the violation; and 
11. Prior violations for this location and/or business. 

 
In addition to the civil penalty, the City may also recover all damages proximately caused 
by the violator to the municipality, which may include any reasonable expenses incurred 
during investigations and enforcement of the resolution.  City inspectors will use their 
best professional judgment in determining the severity of the environmental impacts 
associated with the violation.   

 
C.1.    Illicit Discharges (Non-residential, Non-accidental or Accidental) 
First Offense: 

Notice of Violation (NOV) will be issued to responsible party for non-stormwater 
discharge.   
** If responsible party does not properly remediate the discharge, then damages 
consisting of salaries and the cost of all City crew or contracted services to clean up 
illicit discharge may be assessed to the responsible party.   

Second Offense: 
Issuance of a Civil Penalty against responsible party of no less than $50.00 and no 
more than $5,000.00 per day per each violation depending upon environmental 
damage. 
** If responsible party does not properly remediate the discharge, then additional 
damages consisting of salaries and the cost of all City crew or contracted services to 
clean up illicit discharge may be assessed to the responsible party.  
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Third or Subsequent Offense: 
 Issuance of a Civil Penalty against responsible party of no less than $50.00 and no 

more than $5,000.00 per day per each violation depending upon environmental 
damage. 

 ** If responsible party does not properly remediate the discharge, then additional 
damages consisting of salaries and the cost of all City crew or contracted services to 
clean up illicit discharge may be assessed to the responsible party. 

Note: 
 An illicit discharge properly reported as an accidental discharge will not be subject to 

a Civil Penalty as an illicit discharge.  However, the responsible party may still be 
held liable to damages to the City of Alcoa.  Additional damages consisting of 
salaries and the cost of all City crew or contracted services to clean up accidental 
release may be assessed to the responsible party. 

 
C.2.    Illicit Discharge (Residential Wastewater Discharge) 

 First Offense: 
Notice of Violation (NOV) will be issued to responsible party for non-stormwater 
discharge requiring the responsible party to stop illicit discharge within 10 days. 

Failure to Comply: 
 Issuance of a Civil Penalty against responsible party of no less than $50.00 and no 

more than $5,000.00 per day per violation, dependent upon environmental damage.   
Note: 
 An illicit discharge properly reported as an accidental discharge will not be subject to 

a Civil Penalty as an illicit discharge.  However, the responsible party may still be 
held liable for damages to the City of Alcoa.  Additional damages to include City 
employee salaries, equipment use and/or contracted services to remediate illicit 
discharges may be assessed to the responsible party. 

 
           C.3.    Illicit Discharge (Residential Other than Wastewater Discharge) 

First Offense: 
 Notice of Violation (NOV) will be issued to responsible party for non-stormwater 

discharge. 
Second Offense: 

Issuance of a Civil Penalty against responsible party of no less than $50.00 and no 
more than $5,000.00 per day per violation dependent upon environmental damage. 
** If responsible party does not properly remediate the discharge, additional damages 
consisting of employee salaries and the costs associated with County crews and/or 
contracted services to remediate an illicit discharge may be assessed to the 
responsible party.    
** More serious violations, such as deliberate dumping of pesticides, used motor oil 
or other hazardous or dangerous chemicals into a storm drainage system, will result in 
an automatic issuance of a Civil Penalty.  
** A less serious violation, such as raking leaves into a drainage system, may result 
in written or verbal warning along with required corrective actions as well as meeting 
the deadline for rectification compliance. 
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Note:  An illicit discharge properly reported as an accidental discharge will not be subject 
to a Civil Penalty as an illicit discharge.  However, the responsible party may still be 
held liable for damages to the City of Alcoa.  Additional damages consisting of 
employee salaries and/or contracted service fees to clean up the accidental release 
may be assessed to the responsible party. 

 
D.  Guidance for Enforcement Response Selection 

The enforcement response selected should be appropriate for the violation.  However, 
in selecting an enforcement response, City Inspectors must always exercise 
professional judgment for the situation at hand and attempt to communicate with the 
owner/discharger of the site where the violation occurred.  When considering an 
appropriate response, the following factors should be considered: 

• The magnitude of the violation. 
• The potential for discharges/damages, or the actual discharges/damages, off-

site or to the waters of the State.  Discharges and/or damage to City-owned 
property (the stormwater system, streets, ditches, etc.) should be included in 
this evaluation. 

• The compliance history of the owner/discharger.  Repeated offenses of a 
similar nature, whether at one site or multiple sites, indicate that an 
owner/discharger either doesn’t understand a particular requirement, or more 
likely, is choosing to ignore the requirement.  NOVs issued on a per day basis 
combined with civil penalties that graduate rapidly with each violation can be 
an effective approach for enforcement of repeat offenders. 

 
E.  Enforcement Timeframes 

In order to be effective, detection and enforcement of illicit discharges/illegal 
connections and the required response or corrective action from the discharger must 
be prompt.  Due to the dynamic nature of illicit discharges/illegal connections, 
response times are highly variable depending on the situation.  The NPDES Phase II 
MS4 Permit requires the City to investigate suspected illicit discharges/illegal 
connections within seven (7) days of discovery.  The City may choose to give the 
discharger a shorter amount of time to reply to the City and/or address the 
noncompliance issue or violation.  However, in situations that involve complex 
repairs, more time may be appropriate.   
 
 
 

 
Section 3.    NPDES Permit Referrals 
 
Section 4.5.2 of the NPDES Phase II MS4 Permit requires the City of Alcoa to account in its 
ERP for NPDES Permit referrals for those construction projects, industrial facilities, or 
businesses that are subject to the TNR100000 (the NPDES general permit for stormwater 
discharges from construction activity) or TNR050000 (the NPDES general permit for stormwater 
discharges from industrial activity).  If the City becomes aware that owners/dischargers of 
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activities that are subject to the above-mentioned permits are operating without a permit or 
violating the regulations, it must make TDEC aware of the situation. 
 
The City of Alcoa may choose to notify TDEC, at the local Environmental Field Office (EFO) 
for persistent noncompliance by the owner/discharger, which appears to be in non-compliance 
through the City’s enforcement efforts.  The contact information for the local EFO is as follows: 
 
TDEC-Knoxville Environmental Field Office 
3711 Middlebrook Pike 
Knoxville, TN  37921 
(865) 594-6035 
 
City inspectors who plan to make referrals to TDEC should be prepared to provide the following 
information: 

• Location of violation 
• Type of violation 
• Time violation occurred 
• Name of owner/discharger or facility 
• Owner/discharger contact information 
• Receiving waterbody 

 
Section 4.   Enforcement Tracking 
 
Section 4.5.3 of the NPDES Phase II MS4 Permit requires the City of Alcoa to track instances of 
non-compliance either in paper files or electronically.  Enforcement actions by the City are kept 
in paper files and electronically in Cityworks.  Information contained within the files includes, 
but are not limited to, the following: 

• Contact Information 
• Location 
• Inspection reports 
• Photographic documentation 
• Nature of discharge 
• Enforcement action 
• Follow-up inspection report 

 
Section 5.   Requirements for Chronic Violators 
 
Section 4.5.4 of the NPDES Phase II MS4 Permit requires the City of Alcoa to identify chronic 
violators of any Stormwater Management Program component and reduce the rate of 
noncompliance recidivism.  The City keeps records of all violations and considers the 
appropriateness of increasing the inspection frequency at the owner’s/discharger’s sites.  If 
corrective actions are not taken, the City may pursue progressive enforcement and, if needed, 
may perform the necessary work and assess the incurred costs of repairs against the property 
owner. 
 



STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
FIRST TIME ASSESMEMENT  

SCHEDULE OF CIVIL PENALTIES  
 

Violation 
Small SFR Other 

.1ac - < 
1acre 

0-1 acre >1-5 acre > 5 acre 

No Permit: 
 

    

with EPSC 
 SWO SWO SWO SWO 

without EPSC SWO + 
$100 

SWO + 
$300 

SWO + 
$600 

SWO + 
$900 

Notice of Coverage not Posted N/A $100 $100 $100 
No SWPPP on Site N/A $100 $100 $100 
No approved Plans on Site $50 $200 $200 $200 
SWPPP not Current N/A $100 $100 $100 
EPSC not in accordance w/ 
SWPPP N/A $100 $400 $700 

EPSC not Adequate $50 $100 $400 $700 
EPSC not Maintained  $100 $300 $600 $900 
Failure to Maintain Construction 
Entrance $50 $100 $400 $700 

Disturbed more than 50 Acres N/A N/A N/A $500 
Failure to have certified 
inspector N/A $200 $200 $200 

Failure to Retain Sediment on 
Site $150 $500 $800 $1100 

Pollutant (Sed.) discharge into 
Waters of the State $150 $500 $800 $1100 

Failure to Stop Work $150 $500 $800 $1100 
Interference w/ Inspection 
Duties $100 $200 $200 $200 

Working beyond limits of permit SWO SWO SWO SWO 
Failure to maintain construction 
riparian buffer zone N/A $300 $600 $900 

Violating any other term or 
condition of the stormwater 
NPDES permit or Stormwater 
Management Ordinance.  

$50 $200 $200 $200 

Failure to maintain required 
permanent stormwater quantity 
and / or quality Best 

N/A $300 $600 $900 



Management Practices.  
Illicit Discharges (Non-Sediment 
Related):     

Commercial N/A $300 $600 $900 
Individual $50 $50 $100 $150 
Failure to retain Water Quality 
Buffer Zone     

Named, Studied Stream $125 + 
$12.50/L.F. 

$250 + 
$25/L.F. 

$250 + 
$25/L.F. 

$250 + 
$25/L.F. 

Named, No Study $25 + 
7.50/L.F. 

$50 + 
$15/L.F. 

$50 + 
$15/L.F. 

$50 + 
$15/L.F. 

Unnamed Tributary $10 + 
$5/L.F. 

$25 + 
$10/L.F. 

$25 + 
$10/L.F. 

$25 + 
$10/L.F. 

 
Notations / Comments: 

1. The listed First Time Civil Penalties constitutes a 4th offence (following 
issuance of a Verbal Warning, Written Warning, and Notice of Violation) 
with respect to all permitted grading / land disturbance operations.  

2. SWO = Stop Work Order.  Erosion and sediment control work may continue 
to remediate current violations or to prevent further discharges from 
occurring. 

3. SFR = Single Family Residential associated with a sketch plan or violation on 
a residential level. 

4. SWPPP = TDEC Approve Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). 
5. EPCS = Erosion Prevention & Sediment Control. 
6. This Schedule of Penalties is based on typical penalty assessments of given 

violations for First Time Civil Penalties.  These values may be increased or 
decreased based upon specific conditions for each site and past performance 
as specified in the stormwater management ordinance.  These values do not 
include any cost associated with restoration or remediation.  

7. Second Time Civil Penalties should double and Third triple etc. until 
maximum of $5,000 per day per violation is reached.  

8. Penalty assessments may be higher for location not retaining sediment on site. 
9. Water Quality Buffer Zone linear foot measurement is perpendicular from top 

of stream bank.  
10. Civil penalties noted herein may be increased to a maximum of $5,000 per 

day per violation based on: 
a. The environmental damages, cost of cleanup, additional inspection costs, 

etc. that result from the violation(s) and/or 
b. Expenses deferred and/or performance incentives being earned by the 

permit holder while failing to correct the violation(s). 


































































































	City of Alcoa Dry Screening SOP
	ERP (draft) + Lisa Sept 2017
	Schedule of Penalties- Final
	Stormwaer Management Ordinance

